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We are proud to announce a network of highly professional Specialist Dealers 
who possess a thorough understanding of the brand, dedicated demonstration 
facilities and a passion for music. 

As a Meridian client, you can expect the very best in product performance, 
attention and after-sales customer care.

A Special Network  
of Professional and 

Passionate Audio  
Specialists is at  

your service:

 cogworks.io/meridian-lounge



M E R I D I A N  –  
T H E  F U T U R E  O F  
S O U N D ,  T O D A Y
For more than 40 years, Meridian has pushed boundaries, 
disrupted norms and delivered products that have shaped  
the industry and redefined how people experience sound.

WE WILL CONTINUE TO CHALLENGE
CONVENTION TO ENRICH PEOPLE’S LIVES

Much has changed since Meridian fi rst opened its doors in . Our core philosophy hasn’t. This remains 
as strong as ever and will continue to fuel our eff orts to truly revolutionise how we experience sound.

 Meridian has always challenged convention. 
For more than forty years, we have pushed boundaries, disrupted 
norms and delivered products that have shaped our industry and 
redefi ned how people experience sound.
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I
n 1983, Meridian Audio was the first 
British company to manufacture a 
CD player, and in 1990, the first to 
introduce for the domestic market 
active loudspeakers with power 

amplifiers inside the cabinet. Meridian 
created the first digital surround-sound 
processor, and the first loudspeaker 
using Digital Signal Processing. All of 
these have been acclaimed for their 
performance, winning awards around 
the world. The technology Meridian has 
developed is now being used by other 
companies globally, defining how we 
experience home entertainment today.

The number of unique technologies 
developed over the course of the 
company’s history is impressive in 
itself. That these technologies have set 
standards for the rest of the industry 
goes even further to prove a reputation 
for innovation and the pursuit of 

perfection. One particularly notable 
example is the Meridian Lossless  
Packing standard used in DVD-Audio 
as well as the sound on High-Definition 
formats including Blu-ray.

Through constant development, 
evolution and refinement, Meridian  
has worked to create compact hardware 
and speakers while simultaneously 
advancing the capabilities of its 
processing technology to increase  
the quality of audio output. Now well 
beyond it 40th year, Meridian remains  
at the forefront of innovation — and 
shows no signs of slowing down.

HOW IT BEGAN
Meridian was founded in July 1977 by 
J. Robert Stuart, known to his friends 
as Bob, and Allen Boothroyd. Allen and 
Bob had worked together as consultants 
since the early 1970s; their early projects 

included the famous Lecson Audio 
product line (pictured right), which 
remains on permanent display in the 
New York Museum of Modern Art and 
for which they won their first British 
Design Council Award in 1974.

Then as Meridian, the company 
product line grew steadily into a 
complete 100 Series, for which the 
company received a second British 
Design Council Award in 1982. 

Bob Stuart was involved in the very 
early stages of the development of 
Compact Disc through his connections 
with Philips in Holland, so that in 1983, 
Meridian launched the first CD player to 
be made in Britain. 

In 1986, the first products of a new 
200 Series were launched — “the 
intelligent high fidelity system”, as 
Meridian called it, and it grew to include 
a whole range of domestic hi-fi plus 
digital-to-analogue converters and a 
range of multi-room components. The 
208 CD player introduced Meridian’s 
newly developed proprietary coherent-
differential Bitstream Conversion, and a 
pioneering series of active loudspeakers 
was developed and brought to market, 
followed in 1989 by the world’s first 
digitally-driven loudspeaker — the 
D600. The D600 up-ended conventional 
notions of what constituted a hi-fi 
system, just as today Meridian’s latest 
210 Streamer (see reviews overleaf) 
can partner with any of Meridian’s 
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active speakers to make a complete 
system, nothing else required. “All 
communication and control is by 
handset from the listening position,”  
said Meridian back in 1989. The company 
had invented the future of audio.

DIGITAL INNOVATION
In 1994 the company entered the 
emerging home theatre market with 
another first, the Meridian Digital  
Theatre concept, its success including 
the winning of more than 10 awards in 
their first 12 months of production. 

The custom installation market was 
further served the following decade 
by a new line of 300 Series in/on-wall 
loudspeakers and C Series components, 
paving the way for Meridian’s 
Architectural series today (see reviews). 

The company’s 800 Reference Series 
was introduced in 1997, another new  
and forward-looking concept for hi-fi,  
being designed as “a card-based 
Audiophile Digital Computer”. 

The development of software control 
took a leap in 2008, following a short 
period of collaborative development, 
when Meridian successfully acquired 
Sooloos LLC, a manufacturer of server-
based home entertainment systems 
widely acknowledged as the most 
innovative and sophisticated available, 
and a forerunner of today’s Roon.  
A 17-inch touch screen controller, the 
Control 10, was the first of a growing 
range of products to integrate the 
powerful features of the Meridian Digital 
Media System with Meridian’s class-
leading audio systems.

The future is bright for Meridian 
Audio as it enters its 43rd year, with the 
ongoing development of its compact 
200 Series, a new line in unrivalled 
Architectural in-wall and in-ceiling active 
speakers, and a continued dedication to 
delivering superb hi-fi and multichannel 
components and digital active loud-
speakers that offer a different, single-
based approach to delivering the highest 
levels of entertainment in the home. 

THE MERIDIAN LOUNGE
The ‘Meridian Lounge’ concept brings 
together Meridian dealers in Australia 
who have the highest knowledge 
of Meridian’s unique solutions — 
established experts in crafting and 
delivering innovative, elegant, high 
performance audio-video solutions.  
They will listen to your needs, and  
explain how Meridian’s unique approach 
can address them.

Meridian has always challenged 
convention. For more than 40 years, 
Meridian has pushed boundaries, 
disrupted norms and delivered products 
that have shaped the industry and 
redefined how people experience sound.

At your nearest Meridian Lounge,  
you can experience that difference,  
and discover how your life and home 
could be enhanced by these unique  
yet simple technologies, creating 
moments that bring people together  
and forge shared connections. 
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The unique Lecson products produced by
Boothroyd and Stuart prior to founding Meridian.



M
any companies have 
come to accept 
that — especially in 
today’s largely digital 
world — it makes 

sense to keep audio signals digital for as 
much of the system chain as possible. 
Volume adjustment, tone and even 
complex EQ can be calculated in the 
digital domain without the distortions 
introduced by analogue components.

What’s remarkable about Meridian 
in this regard is that it started doing 
this not a few years ago like everyone 
else, but nearly three decades ago. Its 
first ‘digitally-driven’ D600 loudspeaker 
appeared in 1989, the DSP6000 in 
1991. So while most companies are 
still learning the art of digital-domain 
processing and fine-tuning the results. 
Meridian has already had 30 years to 
evolve the techniques embodied in its 

21st-century range of what it refers to as 
its ‘DSP loudspeakers’.

The top of those DSP loudspeakers is 
the Special Edition DSP8000, standing 
135cm tall, with each cabinet weighing 
105kg. But here we have the perhaps 
more easily accommodated Special 
Edition DSP5200, less than a metre tall, 
and a distinctly more manageable 35kg 
each. Meridian makes the point that it’s 
with such smaller speakers that the DSP 
can really come into its own, by enabling 
the delivery of great things from the 
smaller cabinet size.

The pair we reviewed were in an 
entrancing piano gloss white, which 
oozed quality while neatly disappearing 
into today’s modern décors with a 
minimum of impact. Black is the other 
standard colour available. But any of the 
Special Edition range can be ordered 
in the purchaser’s choice from 270 
‘Meridian Select’ colours.

A reminder here that the amplifiers 
are part of the speakers, and are driver-
specific in that they form a completely 
matched audio system. Also inside the 
‘speakers’ are DSP crossovers, again 
optimised precisely to the known driver 
characteristics, but also adaptable to 
the owner’s requirements to allow room 
optimisation, even to tweak according to 
the material being played. The digital-to-
analogue converters, too, are inside the 

DSP5200SE cabinets. So the inputs to 
the Special Edition DSP5200 speakers 
are not analogue speaker terminals, but 
digital RJ45 type sockets for SpeakerLink, 
Meridian’s digital connection system.

Compared with the side-firing drivers 
used higher up the range, the driver 
layout of the DSP5200 is relatively 
conventional. The front baffle hosts 
twin 160mm polypropylene long-throw 
bass drivers, and above those a 25mm 
beryllium-dome tweeter within a short 
hor. The beryllium tweeter, used here 
with dual voice-coils of silver, is just one 
part of Meridian’s ‘Special Edition’ status 
(see panel). 

We reckon it would indeed be 
interesting to sit someone blindfold in 
front of the DSP5200SE and have them 
guess what size of speaker was playing. 
Because from the first track there was 
such a presence, a scale to the sound 
from these metre-high speakers, slam 
and kick too, that it speaks to Meridian’s 
boast of being kings of timing. The result 
feels entirely intimate, with the sense of 
genuine reality that comes only from the 
best of systems, in the tightness of the 
bass in particular, while the imaging and 
soundstage were equally thrilling.

UPGRADE TO ‘SE’

An upgrade path is available for 
owners of previous Meridian  
DSP loudspeakers.

The DSP5200, DSP7200 and 
DSP8000 models – including 
the Anniversary Edition – can be 
upgraded with the new Beryllium-
domed tweeter and a complete 
new electronics and DSP package. 
This upgrade option also includes 
a full new warranty for the entire 
loudspeaker system. Contact  
your Meridian Lounge dealer  
for full details.

It needs a shift in thinking 
to consider Meridian’s 
digital active speaker 
solutions. But it’s precisely 
those differences that 
make them so attractive.

M E R I D I A N  
S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N 
D S P 5 2 0 0  
L O U D S P E A K E R S

REVIEW reprinted from  
Audio Esoterica magazine.

REVIEW

 cogworks.io/meridian-lounge



A visually stunning 
loudspeaker delivering  
a level of performance  
that is unsurpassed by 
traditional speaker design.

M E R I D I A N  M 6  L O U D S P E A K E R S

REVIEW from  
Meridian M6 member 

REVIEW

T
he first thing that strikes 
you when you see the 
Meridian M6 active 
speakers is their shape — 
they look not-unlike small 

felt-clad missiles. When you hear them, 
however, their performance clearly makes 
them weapons of mass audio! How can 
a speaker of this size and shape sound 
so good? 

Well, while avoiding the technobabble 
to focus on the heart of the matter — 
audio, or rather, music performance 
— Meridian has been manufacturing 
fully active systems since the 1970s and 
their expertise is clearly on show here. 
Combining specific materials, clever 
design, coupled with proprietary digital 
signal processing, makes for a speaker 
system that excels at convincing you 

that you have bigger, more expensive 
speakers in your room.

So, what’s an active speaker system? 
There are numerous explanations and 
some of the wording can be misused, 
but we will stick with Meridian’s naming 
of their product. A system of this type 
typically refers to the speaker drivers, 
electronics and amplification all being 
built into the housing, eliminating the 
need for a stack of separate components. 
The crossover, typically found on the 
back of passive loudspeakers behind the 
speaker cable terminals, is eliminated in 
favour of a digital crossover. This design 
allows the DSP to work more effectively 
and eliminate things like comb filtering, 
time delay issues etc, resulting in a more 
coherent sound with less smearing 
between frequencies. What we are 
presented with in the M6 speakers is an 
incredibly wide soundstage that can be 
enjoyed in both the sweet spot or off-axis.

One of the key features of Meridian 
speakers is the minimalist approach 
to cabling. The speakers themselves 
just require power, with both speakers 
connected with inexpensive CAT5/6/7 
cabling. To get your sources of audio 

playing through the M6 speakers, there 
are a few extremely compact solutions 
available, such as the Meridian 218. This 
tiny box allows connectivity from sources 
such as turntable, CD/DVD, TV, PC etc. 
This box can be hidden from view, all 
controlled with a smartphone/tablet 
app. To connect the 218 to the speakers, 
simply connect it in-line between the 
two speakers with the aforementioned 
Ethernet-style cabling. 

The Meridian M6 is by no means the 
last word in audiophilia from the brand 
— their flagship model sells for $110,000 
and we expect some concessions at this 
price point, but there’s no denying how 
clean, detailed, engaging and just darn 
fun the M6 speakers are to listen to. You 
would be hard pressed to get a similarly-
priced solution that offers the same level 
of performance in a discrete package, 
even with in-expensive cabling. And this 
system is room agnostic — it cares ‘less’ 
about the room’s acoustics compared 
with conventional systems.



REVIEW
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M
eridian’s 200 Series is 
something different in 
the world of wireless 
multiroom audio. 
Many companies have 

had a go at the market defined first by 
Sonos, delivering their own ecosystems 
of wireless speakers, soundbars and 
streaming electronics, and most follow 
a similar formula. Meridian, a company 
which operates at the highest levels of  
hi-fi, has done things rather differently. 

For starters it has gone small. 
While high-end Meridian components 

routinely tip the scales over 20kg, the 210 
Streamer reviewed here weighs just  
660 grams, a ‘half-width’ component 
only 4.2cm high. It joins the rest of 
Meridian’s 200 Series, a set of compact 
yet capable multiroom-equipped units 
that can deliver a whole house of audio, 
and are designed to do so while being 
hidden away, controlled via an app on 
your smart device. You don’t need your 
hi-fi electronics out on show.

So while an initial comparison with 
Sonos helps explain what the 200 Series 
is aiming to achieve, that comparison 
only goes so far. Meridian has been a 
pioneer in high-resolution audio. Just 
because it has gone small with the 200 
Series, it hasn’t left the emphasis on 
quality behind. This is real hi-fi, made 
smart, and made small. The Meridian 
200 Series has shrunk your hi-fi.

Meridian describes the 210 Streamer 
as “a high-performance networked audio 
source providing a full set of network and 
connectivity protocols to interoperate 
with smartphones, tablets, computers, 
and networked servers”. It connects 
to your network via dual-band Wi-Fi or 
10/100 Ethernet and thereby supports 
internet streaming services such as 
Spotify Connect, controlled from your 
smart device but streaming over the 
internet directly to the 210. It can stream 
files across your home network from a 

computer share or a NAS drive (a  
third-party DLNA/UPnP app is required 
for this), and it has a USB slot into  
which you can directly plug a USB  
stick or drive to play music, in which 
mode the 210 Streamer also becomes  
a Digital Media Server (DMS), making 
the contents of the USB available to 
other networked devices.

And there’s direct streaming via 
Bluetooth, supporting AAC, aptX and 
the aptX HD codec, this last capable of 
up to 24-bit/48kHz delivered with mildly 
lossy compression. The 210 Streamer is 
also a Roon device, so that if you have 
a paid Roon software subscription and 
have a Roon core set up on your system, 
you can enjoy using this excellent 
software music interface to play both 
your own music collection and, with an 
additional subscription, music from the 
Tidal internet music service. Pay double 
for the Tidal HIFI subscription and you 
can make use of the 210’s ability to play 
MQA files, which Tidal calls ‘Masters’. 
The 210 includes MQA core technology 
which unfolds an MQA file once, up to 
24-bit/96kHz high resolution.

There’s no analogue output, so you 
can link it digitally to an amplifier, or via 
Meridian’s simple SpeakerLink cabling 
digitally direct to a pair of active speakers, 
of which, of course, Meridian has 
quite the selection. This configuration 
potentially delivers a delightfully simple 
yet high-quality system solution.

As for sound quality, we were 
astonished by how good the likes of 
Spotify could sound when treated to 
Meridian’s digital signal expertise. 
So good did all manner of material 
sound that we tried A-Bing the Spotify 
performance against tracks we own as 
CD-quality files (or higher), and there  
was bewilderingly little to choose 
between them. So the highlights here 
are music quality, especially from 
sometimes lesser-regarded sources 
Spotify and Bluetooth, coupled with 
the compact form factor and ability to 
hide the 210 Streamer and other 200 
series components away out of sight. So 
impressed were we, indeed, that the 210 
Streamer received our award for Network 
Music Player of the Year under $5000.

THE SIMPLEST SYSTEM

The 210 streamer is the latest in Meridian’s compact  
200 Series, delivering a superbly curated digital output  
to feed whatever equipment you choose to put downline 
from it — and that might be a very simple system indeed.

M E R I D I A N  
2 1 0  S T R E A M E R

REVIEW reprinted from  
Sound+Image/Best Buys Audio & AV 

With the 210 Streamer as your 
source, you could simply connect it 
via SpeakerLink to any of Meridian’s 
digital active loudspeakers to 
complete what must qualify as one 
of the world’s simplest but highest-
quality audio systems, delivering 
stunning music under the control of 
Meridian’s app (or Roon) from the 
smart device of your choice.



ARCHITECTURAL SPEAKERS

Meridian in-wall and in-ceiling installation speakers

A R C H I T E C T U R A L  S O U N D

“H
igh resolution audio 
perfect for the 
most demanding 
architectural 
installations and 

dedicated home theatres” — that’s the 
promise of Meridian Audio’s DSP750  
in-wall digital active loudspeakers.

The DSP750 is the newly-launched 
flagship of Meridian Audio’s Architectural 
range of loudspeakers — in-wall and 

in-ceiling models that combine reliability 
and versatility with the same market-
leading digital and driver technologies 
that go into Meridian’s highly-regarded 
in-room speakers. 

Powered by Meridian’s exclusive 
‘CLASS-M’ DSP engine and integrated 
with ‘DYNAMIC’ Hi-Res amplifiers,  
this product range is perfect for 
delivering Meridian’s renowned audio 
quality discreetly within any media  
room or home cinema.

The DSP750 takes its place as 
Meridian’s highest performer among 
its architectural loudspeaker range, 
which also includes the DSP520.2 and 
DSP640.2 in-wall loudspeakers, and 
the DSP320.2 in-
ceiling/in-wall model. 
What makes these 
loudspeakers unique is 
their ability to operate 
in two-channel, 
multichannel or single-
speaker systems, 
while consistently 
performing at a level 
of quality that far 
exceeds that usually 
associated with 
architectural speakers. 

The DSP750, for 
example, delivers a 
maximum output 
of 120dB at 1 metre, 
with bass extension to 30Hz and high 
frequency extension to 40kHz from 
five drive units of three new high-
performance designs — two 160mm 
long-throw high-output woofers with 
titanium voice coils, two 100mm 

polypropylene midrange drivers, and 
a custom high-performance beryllium 
tweeter with diffraction expansion 
technology which promises to turn  
the listening room into “one large  
sweet-spot” thanks to controlled 
directivity, wide dispersion and 
consistent off-axis response.

Shallow sealed aluminium cabinets 
keep the sound where it should be,  
while the paintable perforated front steel 
grille is held in place by powerful rubber-
coated magnets, making the speakers 
‘disappear’ into your décor.

As an active loudspeaker, each of the 
five drive-units is powered by a bridged 
pair of high-res power amplifiers, each 
pair capable of delivering over 100W 
into eight ohms. A DSP engine provides 

thermal and dynamic 
bass protection while 
retaining very accurate 
transients, ensuring that 
when the loudspeaker 
is played at high levels 
– even over prolonged 
periods of time – it  
can always delivers 
a clean, detailed and 
accurate sound.

All Meridian’s 
Architectural range are 
as easy to connect as 
any of its conventional 
speakers, receiving digital 
signals via Meridian’s 
SpeakerLink connections 

using simple Cat-5/6/7/ cable. And 
whether integrated as a surround sound 
system or implemented to boost the 
quality and clarity of specific zones,  
as far as architectural loudspeakers go, 
the sound here is simply astonishing.

MERIDIAN  
DESIGN SERVICE

Meridian’s bespoke Design Service 
provides you with the reassurance of 
a perfectly-designed room that will 
deliver the highest possible levels 
of entertainment. These can include 
multiple options, with ‘Standard’, 
‘Performance’ and ‘Reference’ 
solutions, enabling you to enjoy 
tailored levels of Hi-Res performance 
created by Meridian using exclusive 
designer software created in 
partnership with CEDIA.

Ask your Meridian Lounge  
dealer how this unique design 
service could transform your  
home and your enjoyment of  
music and movies.
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Meridian Lounge Dealers have created a  
number of product and incentive offers  
for the festive season and beyond! Please  
contact or visit your dealer of choice for a full 
explanation of all the promotions listed here.

*Terms & conditions apply. Please ask your Meridian Lounge Dealer for all the details.

PURCHASE A PAIR 
OF MERIDIAN M6 
LOUDSPEAKERS...

Receive a bonus Meridian 210 
Streamer or 218 Zone Controller 
with a retail value of $2099

PURCHASE A PAIR OF 
MERIDIAN DSP5200.2 
LOUDSPEAKERS...

Receive a bonus Meridian  
210 Streamer or 218 Zone 
Controller PLUS receive a 
complimentary Explorer 2 DAC, 
total retail value $2549

PURCHASE A PAIR OF 
MERIDIAN DSP7200SE 
LOUDSPEAKERS...

Receive an invitation* to a  
hosted tour of the Meridian  
Factory in Huntingdon, England.

PURCHASE AN 818v3 
REFERENCE AUDIO 
CORE / 857 POWER AMP 
COMBINATION...

Receive a complimentary pair  
of DSP3200 bookshelf speakers 
with a retail value of $10,258.

PURCHASE A PAIR OF 
MERIDIAN DSP3200 
LOUDSPEAKERS...

Receive 50% off a Meridian 210 
Streamer or 218 Zone Controller 
PLUS receive a complimentary 
Explorer 2 DAC valued at $450

PURCHASE A PAIR OF 
MERIDIAN DSP5200SE 
LOUDSPEAKERS...

Receive an invitation* to a hosted 
tour of the Meridian Factory in 
Huntingdon, England.

PURCHASE A PAIR OF 
MERIDIAN DSP8000SE 
LOUDSPEAKERS...

Receive an invitation* to a  
hosted tour of the Meridian  
Factory in Huntingdon, England.

UPGRADE YOUR OLD 
MERIDIAN TO THE 
LATEST ‘SE’ MODEL 
SPECIFICATION...

Enjoy Hi-Res Audio, MQA, 
Bluetooth, Roon and Spotify!

Receive a 20% discount on the  
new Meridian 210 Streamer and 
Zone 2 Meridian 251 Amplifier 
using SpeakerLink. 

Your Meridian Lounge Dealer will 
provide the upgrade on site as a 
complimentary service and instruct 
you on the sonic improvements 
using the new 210 Streamer.

T H E  M E R I D I A N  L O U N G E

P R O M O T I O N S
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